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(57) Abstract 


A portable, hand-held device for locating the remains of a corpseby sensing a combination of volatile gases which are released 
during bacterial decomposition of human tissue. One such combination of volatile gases includes methane, ammonia and a volatile organic 
compound, such as a ketone that is released when livers decompose. The portable device comprises: a combination of commercially 
available sensors (14, 16, 18) which can detect these chemicals in parts per million concentrations; an air conduit (22) with a fan (20) to 
draw ambient air across the sensors (14, 16, 18); and various types of alarm/visual indicators (42, 44) to alert an operator the detection of 
all three gases which may indicate the location of probable decomposing corpse hidden in the water, mud, rubble, soil or other coverings, 
at or nearby. The device can also include a global positioning system (60) to ascertain the exact location. 


